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August 19, 2002

For Immediate Release:
DAVID RAYBIN NAMED EIU'S 2002-2003 PROFESSOR LAUREATE
CHARLESTON - "In every way, as a teacher and mentor -- and as a colleague -- (English
professor) David Raybin simply is a teacher of achievement."
These words written by Dana Ringuette, chair of Eastern Illinois University's Department of
English, represent but just a few of the many accolades Raybin recently received in support of his being
named the institution's 2002-2003 Professor Laureate.
"It is difficult to know where to begin in extolling David's accomplishments as a teacher because
his commitment to undergraduate education is so deep, diverse, broad and distinctive," Ringuette
continued.
As a result of this commitment, Raybin, a 21-year veteran of Eastern's English faculty, will spend
the coming year as the university's spokesperson on the concept of general/liberal education and its
importance. His first official opportunity will take place at 6 p.m. Monday, Aug. 26, when he delivers the
keynote address at this year's Fall Convocation, a welcoming ceremony for new incoming students.
The public is invited to attend, with seating available in the balcony of Lantz Arena.
Raybin also will receive a $500 stipend, will be profiled in a variety of university publications and
will have the opportunity to represent faculty on a number of student committees.
"Liberal education comes most prominently into play in the teaching of undergraduates," Raybin
said. "General education classes can complement specialized professional study by enabling students to
bring to their disciplines a solid grounding in the arts and sciences. I see my task as general education
teacher as one of helping students in ALL fields appreciate that the prodigious minds of the past remain
extraordinarily stimulating."
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DAVID RAYBIN

Calling himself a medievalist by trade, Raybin enthusiastically speaks of such authors as Chaucer
and Shakespeare. He admits that works by these individuals tend not to be favorites among college
students -- especially those outside the field of English.
"Students come to school and they don't really know what they want to do with their lives. The
purpose of Eastern's general education requirements are to help these students learn about different
things.
"My job is to help expose them to these new ideas, to get them excited about them. Ideally,
maybe they'll want to read more books throughout their lives," Raybin said.
Fellow professor Bonnie Irwin (Eastern's 1998-99 Professor Laureate) commented that the
"warmth and awe with which (Raybin's) former students write of him testify to his popularity among English
majors, graduate students and, most importantly, general education students."
"His high standards bring out the best in each student," she wrote. "His friendly and patient
demeanor encourages even the most reticent students to participate. His teaching centers around our
students and what they need to become effective communicators, critical thinkers and responsible
citizens."
Erin Stapleton, a senior English major from Evergreen Park, says of Raybin, "I have never
encountered such an enthusiastic teacher in my whole life.
"Before ever meeting him, other students informed me of his kind nature and the incredible
amount of knowledge he has in and enthusiasm for his work," she continued. "His love for his work and
his excitement to teach it to others astonished me every day. I know that other students agree with me
because I see their reactions to his wonderful teaching style."
That style, she adds, includes demonstrations of the great authors "by completely taking on the
roles of the characters with great emotion and humor. He even does all of the voices and actions of the
characters, which helps students hear and picture the scenes of the literature," Stapleton added.
John Guzlowski, another of Raybin's colleagues, said Raybin "has consistently shown himself to
be among the best teachers in the English department.
"I pass his office several times a day. Invariably, I see him sitting at his desk working up new
course material, writing letters for students applying for scholarships, tutoring his students or thinking
about the best way to phrase a comment on a student's paper. His dedication to his students is amazing
and a model to all of us."
In addition to his teaching duties, Raybin recently was named editor of "The Chaucer Review,"
which for more than 35 years has been a leading journal in the area of medieval studies.
His wife, Susanna Fein, is chair of the English department at Kent State University. They are the
parents of three children: Elizabeth, 21; Carolyn, 18; and Jonathan, 11.
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